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AUGMENTATION 


ARMY, an 


2 HE long expected Propoſal for the Augmen- 
tation of the Army on this Eſtabliſhment, 
which has for ſome Time paſt ſo much engaged the 
Attention of our News-Writers and Pamphleteers, 
has at length been laid before both Houſes of 
Parliament, and from the different Reception it has 
met with in each of thoſe Auguſt Aſſemblies, as 
well as from the very reſpectable Minority, which 
ſupported it, where it paſſed in the Negative, the 
candid and impartial Publick will judge of it as a 
Meaſure which has many weighty Reaſons to re- 
commend it, notwithſtanding the Objections that 
may be urged -againſt ſome of the Circumſtances 
attending the Form, in which it was at firſt pro- 
poſed, | | 


To 


— 
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Lo differ from the Voice of the legiſlative Body 
of the Kingdom, is a Preſumption in any one, 
except the Royal Head of that Body, to whom 
alone that Prerogative is reſerved; but when a 
Meaſure is approved of by a very large Majority in 
one Houle, and the Opinions of the other Houſe 
(whoſe Exiſtence depends upon the Approbation of 
their Conſtituents) were fo nearly equal upon this 
intereſting, Subject, notwirhſtanding the very eriti- 
cal Time wherein it was ſubmitted to their Conſi- 
deration; the Senſe of that ſmall Majority, by 
which it was rejected, can by no Means be conſi- 
dered as the Senſe of Parliament; even though we 
were not to take into the Account certain perſonal 
Motives, which might operate at this Juncture to 
procùre that Majority, and which are of too deli- 
cate a Nature to be explained. | | 


Tux Opinion, therefore, of the Publick, as to 
the Meaſure in Queſtion, is ſtill as free, as it was be- 
fore what hath paſſed, and I apprehend that it ſtill 
lies equally open to Diſcuſſion. 


To conſider, therefore, its true Nature---to re- 
move the chief Objections, that have been urged 


againſt it- and to ſhew the great Advantages that 


will attend it, to this Kingdom in particular, as well 
as to his Majeſty's Service in general, is the Deſign 
of the following Sheets; in the peruſal of which, 
I muſt beg my Reader's cloſe, as well as candid 


Attention. 


IT will be neceſſary to begin this Subject, by 


firſt explaining the Reaſons of State, upon which 
this Deſign of an Augmentation of the Army upon 
the &i/p Eſtabliſhment, is founded. 
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Tux large Acceſſion of Territory to the British 
Dominions, ſince the laſt Peace, has ſo greatly 
encreaſed the Number of our Forts and Garriſons 
abroad, that it appears by a Review of the Army, 
as it is at preſent ſtationed, that near Half of our 
Troops are conſtantly employed upon that Service: 
It has been a Grievance long and juſtly complained 
of, that thoſe brave Regiments, who have borne 
the Burthen and Heat of the Day, whoſe Valour has 
acquired to their Country thoſe Dominions, which 
they are left to defend, have been ſuffered to lan- 
guiſh from Year to Year in a Sort of honourable 
Exile, till either Sickneſs and Mortality had con- 
ſumed them, or old Age rendered them unfit for 
Service; while their Officers, forgotten by their 
Friends at Home, and continually ſupplanted in 
their Pretenſions by Competitors more happily ſi- 
tuated near the Fountain of Preferment, ſeldom 
roſe in their Profeſſion, in any Degree of Propor- 
tion to their Standing and Merits: A hard Caſe, 
that ſerving their Country in its moſt eſſential Con- 
cerns, and by the moſt dangerous and diſagreeable 


Service, ſhould prove an Obſtruction inſtead of a 


Help to their Advancement! 


FW People who have Relations or Friends in 
theſe Circumſtances are ignorant of the Reality of 
this Grievance, which has been ſo long felt and 


lamented ; A Grievance, for which no adequate 


Remedy can be provided, except by eſtabliſhing a 


regular Rotation of the Army of theſe Kingdoms, 


in ſuch a Manner, as that every Regiment ſhall 
take an equal Share of the Service, relieving and 
being relieved in their reſpective Stations through 
every Part of his Majeſty's extenſive Dominions. 
This Plan has at length happily been adopted by 


5 | the 


1 4 

the Britih Government, who, from Motives of 
Wiſdom as well as Juſtice and Humanity, have 
determined, that one Half of our Army ſhall no 
longer be condemned to a hopeleſs Exile abroad, 
while the other remains in Eaſe and Quiet at Home, 
but that a certain Number of Regiments on foreign 
Service ſhall annually be relieved by an equal 
Number from Great-Britain and Ireland. | 


TRE great Utility and Propriety of this Plan of 
Rotation will appear, if we conſider that by this 
Means all poſſible Partiality will be precluded; 
every Regiment mult take its Turn in the more 
difficult as well as in the eaſier Parts of the Service, 
however conſiderable the Intereft of its Colonel 
may be; and no one will be deprived of the Hap- 

ineſs of returning to their native Country, when 
they have fulfilled the Term of their Duty abroad : 
A Term, which will be very moderate in 
its Duration, and even appear the ſhorter from 
the Certainty of its Period: By this Means, 
the whole Army will gradually become inured 
to every Kind of Service; in the Field, the 
Camp, and the Garriſon ; in a much more effectual 
Manner than at Home, though under the Diſcipline 
of the moſt ſkilful Martinet: Accuſtomed to the 
Changes of Climate, (which they may encounter 
| with much leſs Danger in Time of Peace, when 

the Duty is eaſy and all proper Neceſſaries are pro- 
vided forthem) andacquainted with thoſe Countries, 
which it may be their Fortune hereafter to be a 
"ſecond Time ſent to defend; in ſhort, in a few 
Years, we ſhall have an Army of experienced 
Veterans diſperſed through every Part of the Britiſp 
| Empire. e | 
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Tus excellent Plan has been adopted for ſome 
Time paſt, and the Execution of it in ſome Degree 
attempted; but the Circumſtances, that at preſent 
attend the different Eſtabliſhments of theſe King- 
doms, muſt render the Continuance of it next to 
impraCticable, as well as defeat the principal Ends, 


XZ which it was meant to anſwer, except ſome Means 


be found to remove thoſe Inconveniences, which at 


*t this Time attend it. | 


To explain this properly, it will be neceſſary to 


7 lay before my Readers a ſhort State of the Eſtabliſh- 


ment of Ireland, and to compare it with that of 
Grrat- Britain, as each of them now ſtands. 


* 

Taz Vriſb Eſtabliſhment conſiſts of 4 Regiments 
of Horſe, 8 of Dragoons, and 30 Regiments of 
Foot, of which 6 have been kept on foreign Stati- 
ons, and paid by Treland. This may appear, at 
firſt Sight, a formidable Army, and fo it would be, 
if the Regiments conſiſted of a Number of private 
Men ſuitable to the uſual Idea of a Regiment, which 
commonly amounts to 500 Men; but here a Regi- 


ment of Foot, when compleat, does not conſiſt of 


above 328 Men, the Companies being reduced at 
the laſt Peace to 28 private, and the commiſſioned 
and Warrant Officers making up the remainder ; 
this Reduction, notwithſtanding the Inconveniences 


5 7 that have ſince followed it, aroſe from Motives of 
the very beſt Kind, Policy and Juſtice, * 


Tux preſent State of Europe, whoſe Princes all 


keep numerous Armies in conſtant Pay to the ut- 


molt of their reſpective Abilities, has obliged Great- 
Britain, (whoſe Conſtitution will not ſuffer her to 
| B do 


— 
# 


(. 103 
do the ſame) to model her Army in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as to enable it to become reſpectable and uſe- 
ful, as ſoon as poſſible, when any ſudden Emergency 
may call upon her to exert her Force in her own 
Defence, or in that of her Allies. The raiſing of 
new Regiments is always attended with very great 
Expence; nor can they be qualified for Service in 
ſo ſhort a Time, as it takes to diſcipline additional 
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Men, aſſiſted by the Inſtruction of Veteran Officers, 
and the Example of experienced Fellow-Soldiers. 
The Utility, therefore, of this Plan of Reduction 
greatly compenſates for the extraordinary Expence; 

which after all is not near ſo great as it appear; 
4 as the ſupernumerary Officers would have ben 
: entiled to Half Pay, if they had been reduced. 
= ANorHER Motive for this Plan of Reduction f 
; aroſe from a Principle of Juſtice to thoſe brave 
Officers, whoſe Valour had attained to their Coun- *# " 
. try the glorious Advantages, of which ſhe was in y 
5 Poſſeſſion at the Cloſe of the laſt War. -Many of 0 
| them had impaired their Health in her Service; - © 
5 Many of them had purchaſed their Commiſſions ;--- : 
p Many had no other Means of Subſiſtence, except | 
their Pay;z---and All in general muſt be . = 

to be influenced by the laudable Ambition of riſing 7 
in that Profeſſion, which they had choſen in their l 
Youth ; and had thereby precluded themſelves p 


from embarking in a different Way of Life, till it 
was too late :---All Hopes of which muſt have 
been cut off by their being reduced to Half Pay, 


Tux 10th of King William having limited the 
Number of Troops to be kept up in Ireland to 
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12000 Men; and national Oeconomy, after an ex- 
. . o 5 CRY n 
penſive War, having compelled Great-Britain to 


redure 


Dre 


bd 
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„ 
reduce her Troops to 17535 Men; Government 
was induced ſo to model the Armies of both King- 
doms upon the Reduction at the late Peace, as to 
preſerve as many Officers as poſſible, and to reduce 
the Number of the private Men, fo as not to exceed, 


4 upon the whole, the Numbers above ſpecified, Offi- 


cers included; nor was it any Hardſhip on the pri- 
vate Men, as they could eaſily turn themſelves to 
more lucrative Employments than that of a com- 


mon Soldier, and moſt of them were well pleaſed 
to obtain their Diſcharge. ANG 


THrnrs Plan has of late been much cenſured for 
its Want of Frugality, but ſurely the Motives for 
adopting it at that Time, were highly expedient on 
National Principles; and even thoſe of a more 


private Nature were ſuch as might well plead its 


Apology; though they are daily growing leſs and 


3 leſs forcible, as the Number of thoſe Officers, who 


deſerved that their Country ſhould make this Sa- 
crifice to their Merit, muſt have greatly diminiſhed 
within theſe laſt five Years, and will continue to 
leſſen every Day. | | 


Bur there are other and more material Inconve- 


niences than the Expence which have attended 
Y this Plan of Reduction. The Regiments in Great 


Britain at preſent conſiſt of 329 Men each; where- 
as the Foot Regiments on the Lriſb Eſtabliſhment 
amount to only 328, as I before obſerved; and in 
Conſequence of this Diſproportion, whenever an 


2 11 Regiment is ordered to Great-Britain, or to a 
foreign Station, it becomes neceſſary, before it 


leaves this Kingdom, to compleat it to the Eſtabliſh- 

ment of that Place, to which it is going: This can 

only be done two Ways, either by enliſting a Num- 
3 - 


ber 


E 
ber of Reeruits for that Purpoſe, or by drafting 2 
ſufficient Number from the other Regiments, which 
are to ſtay here, and leaving them to make up the 
Deficiency at Leiſure; but, by both of theſe Me- 
thods, the Service muſt ſuffer conſiderably; the © 
firſt is indeed next to impracticable from the Time 
it muſt take to effect it: And were it otherwiſe, 
yet ſo great. a Proportion of raw undiſciplined Men 
muſt render a Regiment unfit for Service, until 
they are properly made; and that myſt be the 
Work of a conſiderable Time. . 


By the other Method of Drafting, the Service 
abroad is provided for; yet the Army at Home 
is perpetually torn to Pieces and broke down. No 
ſooner is a Regiment properly diſciplined and com- 

leated, but theſe Calls come upon it, and reduce 
it to a worſe Condition than even a Defeat would 
do; the Officers ſee with Regret their Skill and 
Labour loſt, not indeed to their Country, but at 

leaſt to that particular Corps, to which they maꝓyxy 
be allowed to be partial; their own Credit depend 
ing ſo much upon its Appearance and Character, 
nor is the Mortification, which the Officers muſt 
feel on this Occaſion, the only, or even the prin- 
cipal Evil of this Practice; the Army itſelf is ſo 
continually weakened by it, that we never know 
what Number of Troops we have; nor, conſe- 
quently, on what we may depend for our Secu- 
rity; and in Caſe of any Emergency, (which no 
one can ſay how ſoon may happen) the Kingdom 
may ſeverely feel the ill Effects of its weak and 
diſordered State, when it may be too latę to re- 
dreſs it. 8 | 
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Oux Army has moſt notoriouſly ſuffered under 
this Grievance for many Years paſt.—A Grievance 
which muſt ever ſubſiſt, except the two Eſtabliſh- 
ments are: put upon the ſame Footing, by leſſening 
the Numbers of private Men in Great-Britain, 
and encreaſing the Numbers of private Men in 
Ireland; and in that Caſe, the Evil will be re- 
moved, together with its Cauſe the Force of this 
Kingdom will then be always as great as it ap- 
pears ;---the Regiments compleat in their Num- 
bers, and perfect in their Diſcipline ;---and the Offi- 
cers, eaſed from the Toil of training Men for the 

A Uſe of,other Corps, will enjoy the Credit and the 
o ³⁵ Comfort of their Labours. 2 


1- 8 | 4 

ce 4 Tus is a true, and, I hope, a clear Expoſition, 
dd of the Motives which have induced Government 
d to propoſe an Alteration in our Eſtabliſhment, 
at and of the real Advantages that muſt attend it, 
y both to the Service in general, and to this King- 
d- dom in particular. a | PE 
3 5 | 

ſt Bur it may be ſaid, that admitting the Propriety 
n- of this Alteration, why are we to augment our 
ſo Army for that Purpoſe ? Why may not Great-Bri- 
* tain take off our Hands ſuch a Number of Regi- 
e- ments as ſhall be equivalent to the additional Men 
u- the wants us to raiſe, and place them upon her own 
10 Eftabliſhment ? To this it may be anſwered, that 
m as to three Regiments ſhe means ſo to do; and in 
1d the next Place, that Great- Britain has not the ſame 


e- Neceſſity for an Augmentation that we have. She 

has already a much more numerous Army at Home, 

and has no inteſtine Enemies to dread, 
| | *% THe 
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Taz Number of her People conſtitute her na- 
tional Strength, and ſhe might with Safety entruſt 
Arms in the Hands of all ſuch as were capable of 
uſing them. She is beſides continually ſurrounded 
by her Fleets, always in Readineſs to protect her 
Coaſts upon the leaſt Alarm; which renders her, 
notwithſtanding her Vicinity to France, far leſs ac- 
ceſſible to Invaſion than we are, and conſequently 
leſs liable to be attacked. It is an invidious Taſk 
to enlarge upon the very different Circumſtances of 
our on Country in every one of theſe Particulars, 
which are well known however to every thinking 
Petſon ; Circumſtances which all tend to invite an 
Enemy to attack Ireland, preferable to any Part of 
the Britiſb Dominions, if they had Hopes of find- 
ing us unprepared to receive them ; and doubtleſs 
we have every Reaſon to expect that they would 
meet with Aſſiſtance from our own diſcontente 
and diſaffected Fellow- Subjects. 5 


In this critical Situation we are, and muſt con- 
tinue, till the Prozeſtant Intereſt here becomes equal 
in Strength, if not in Numbers, to its Enemies; 


Enemies, which have always been ſo ready to ſhew 


themſelves, when they have had any foreign Aſſiſt- 
ance to ſupport them ; that we'may truly ſay, we 
owe our preſent Security, and the Preſervation of 
our happy Conſtitution, chiefly, if not ſolely, to our 
Connexion with Great-Britain, and the Privilege 
of taking her Forces into our Pay for our Defence. 
For there is no good Reaſon can be aſſigned, except 
the foregoing, why the Religion of the Majority 
is not in this Country, as well as in others, the Re- 
ligion of the State; as it would ſoon become, if once 


the Protection of Great-Britain was withdrawn. 
| Is 
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| In theſe Circumſtances our beſt and moſt ſecure 
Defence is an Army, recruited with Engliſh Pro- 
teſtants, to whom we not only continually owe ſome 
Improvement in our Manufactures and Huſbandry, 
but alſo a farther Encreaſe to the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
from thoſe who ſettle here and leave Families be- 
hind them. The Deſcendants of Engi/o Soldiers 
are now a very conſiderable Part of that Intereſt; 
and the ſame Cauſe is daily adding Strength to it, 
though in a more imperceptible Degree. 


As to our Liberties being in Danger from a 
ſtanding Army, paſt Experience ſhould convince 
us of the Folly and Injuſtice of ſuch a Surmiſe----- 
An Engliſh Army will no more join in depriving 
their Fellow-Subjects of their Libertiesat this Time, 
than they would in the Time of King James, but 
would, like their brave Fellow-Soldiers then, re- 
nounce the Service of a Prince, who would attempt 
to employ them on ſo unnatural an Enterprize; 
eſpecially when we conſider how large a Proportion 
of their Officers are Natives of this Kingdom, and 
dee with it by every Tie of Intereſt and Af- 
fection. 7 


Tus being admitted, I need not take up the 
Reader's Time to ſhew, that a leſs Number than 
12000 Men, conſtantly reſident, cannot be conſi- 
dered as a ſufficient Army to ſecure this Kingdom 
from inteſtine Commotions, and to defend it againſt 
a foreign Enemy. 


Taz Parliament of Great-Britain thought ſo, at 

a Time when their Jealouſy of truſting too much 
Power in the Hands of the Crown run higheſt ; 
even. 


E 


even when they obliged their great Deliverer, King 
William, to diſband that Army, to which they 
owed their Preſervation; and to diſmiſs thoſe few 
favourite Guards, whom he had brought with hint 
to attend his Perſon, tho' he pleaded ſtrongly to re- 
tain them: And notwithſtanding their determined 
Reſolution to reduce the King's Army as low as 
poſſible, conſiſtent with the publick Safety, they 
yet ſuffered him to keep 12000 Men for the De- 
fence of Ireland; a plain Proof that they thought a 
leſs Number inadequate to that Purpoſe. 


Tux Neceſſity of the Service, and the great En- 
creaſe of the Britiſb Dominions ſince that Time, 
has obliged Government to draw out of Great-Bri- 
tain and Ireland ſo many Men, as hath greatly 
leſſened that Force at Home, which was _ 
Judged abſolutely neceſſary for the Security of bo 
Kingdoms; and this Circumſtance hath appeared 
in ſo ſtrong a Light to the Britiſb Parliament, as to 
induce them to repeal a Clauſe in the Statute of the 
1oth of King William, to enable us to make the 
propoſed Augmentation, though, at the ſame Time, 
they have preſerved ſuch an Attention to prevent 
the Encreaſe of the Army to more than what Ne- 
ceſſity requires, as to have limited the Augmenta- 
tion to 15235 Men in the whole. 


Tavs much may ſuffice, as to the Utility and 
Advantage of the Meaſure in Queſtion; Firſt, on 
Account of the intended Rotation of all the Regi- 
ments of both Eſtabliſhments, through their ſeveral 
Stations, foreign and domeſtick; a Plan, which 
cannot be properly carried into Execution, but by 
putting the two Eſtabliſhments upon the ſame 
Footing. | | 
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Secondly, 


1 


Secondly, To prevent the fatal Conſequences of 
Drafting from the Regiments at Home, to com- 
pleat thoſe which are ordered to the other Eſta- 
bliſhment; by which Practice, the Army of Ireland 
is continually broke to Pieces, and rendered unfit 
for Service. > 


Thirdly, To provide for the national Defence of 
this Kingdom, without depriving it of its moſt uſeful 
Hands; for which Purpoſe a leſs Number than 
12000 Men, conſtantly reſident, is certainly not 
ſufficient. | 


I rLATTER myſelf that my Reader is by this Time 
of Opinion, that this Meaſure is in itſelf a moſt ſa- 
lutary and deſirable One, on every Account above- 
mentioned; if it can be carried into Execution, 
without loading this Kingdom with an Expence, 
which at preſent it cannot conveniently bear; the 
Addreſs of the H---- of C------ ſeems to imply 
the ſame, and even to give Hopes, that they would 
not be averſe from reconſidering it, if they were to 
meet again upon a future Occaſion. 


Bur on a Review of the preſent State of the pub- 
lick Revenue, and the annual Charges upon it, J 
believe it will appear, that there will be a ſufficient 
Fund to carry this moſt national and uſeful Scheme 
into Execution, without having Recourſe to Parlia- 
ment for any farther Aids for that Purpoſe, and 


without laying any additional Burden upon the 
Subject, | | 
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he above Grant will exceed the 
Deficiency 8 
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The Charge of the Civil and Military Eſtabliſn- 
ments are taken from the Certificates of the Au- 
ditor and Muſter-Maſter General's: There gene- 
rally are conſiderable Savings on the Military Eſta- 
bliſhment, but they are ſo variable, that it would be 
very uncertain to eſtimate them; yet we may de- 
pend on that Branch being reduced by them. 


The Payments purſuant to Act of Parliament 
are taken from the Grants of this Seſſion; and the 


uſual Payments for Carriage of the Baggage of the 
Army, Sc. | 


The King's Letters, Exceedings on Barracks and 
Military| Contingencies, are taken from the Vice- 
Treaſurer's Payments made the laſt Year, and the 
Exceedings on Concordatum, at a Medium of the 
laſt Six Years; the Payments in the laſt Year 
being an inſufficient Guide, many Expences on that 
Head being uſually paid about the Time the Chief 
Governor 1s leaving the Kingdom, 


The Revenues are eſtimated at a Medium from 
the laſt Six Years, and the Sum of 360007. is 
eſtimated in the Loan Duties to ariſe from the 


Tax on the Salaries and Penſions of Abſentees in 
Two Years. | 


6 
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By the foregoing Eſtimate, which is taken at the 
higheſt Calculation in the Articles of Charge for 
the enſuing two Years, as to the Produce of the 
Revenue; and for two Years taken at a low Me- 
dium for ſix Years laſt paſt; it appears, that the 
general publick Expence will not exceed the nati- 
onal Revenue for the enfuing two Years more than 
thirty-nine thouſand Pounds, if theRevenue ſhould 
continue without Diminution or Encreaſe: But not- 
withſtanding this Eſtimate, there are good Grounds 
to hope, that there will be a conſiderable Encreaſe 
upon the publick Revenues at large for the two en- 
ſuing Years, as may appear by the following Com- 
pariſon of them in the nine Months ending at 
Chriſtmas, 1766, and the nine Months ending at 
Chriſtmas, 1767, by which there is an Encreaſe of 
121601. and had it been poſſible to have made up 
the laſt Quarter with the fame Preciſion, there 1s 
the greateſt Reaſon to believe, from the Weekly 
Abftracts, that the Riſe upon the fourth Quarter 
would have been conſiderably higher than any of 
the foregoing. 
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* Tr muſt alſo be conſidered, that the lowering the 
= Duties upon Teas to prevent Smuggling, and to 
encourage the fair Trader, has been eſtimated, by 
experienced Judges, as a contingent Encreaſe of 
the Revenue upon this Article of 200007. per Ann. 
but if we rate it at 10000 J. we are certainly much 
below the Truth; ſo that, upon the whole, there is 
Ta Sum already provided, more than ſufficient to an- 
ſwer the Deficiences of the next two Years: But as 
it was impoſſible to foreſee what would be the En- 
cCreaſe of the Revenue, or that the King would gra- 
cCiouſly conſent to a Bill impoſing a Tax on the 
Salaries and Penſions  Abſlentees; the Houſe of 
Commons, at the Beginning of this Seſſion, did 
7 paſs an Act of Credit for an 1000007. to ſupply all 
2X Deficiences, as ſtated in the preceding Eſtimate ; 
which Sum, even ſuppoſing that the above Calcu- 
7 lations were falſe, would be ſufficient of itſelf to 
make good all the Deficiences for the next two 
Tears, and alſo to anſwer the firſt Expence of the 
2 propoſed Augmentation, until Chriſtmas, 1769, 
three Months before which Time the Parliament 
will again meet in its uſual Courſe, and may then 
make what Proviſion they ſhall think proper for it. 


Tax annual Encreaſe of Expence upon our 
+ Eſtabliſhment, in Caſe that the propoſed Aug- 
mentation ſhall be carried into Execution, is ſtated 
at 339611. 125. 6d. This Eſtimate is by no Means 
= under-rated to deceive the Publick by ſpecious 
= Appearances, as has been falſely inſinuated, but 
is exact, and cannot be miſtaken; the preſent 
yearly Charge of a Battalion on this Eſtabliſh- 
ment is 82151. 105. 10d. the additional Encreaſe 
— will exactly amount to 2229/7. 10s. 10d. which 
being 
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which being multiplied by 27, makes 601971. 
12 5. 6d. from this Sum we are to deduct the 
Charge of three Regiments, whom we now pay, 
which are no longer to be continued on our Eſta- 
bliſhment, the Amount of which is 245097. 155. 
per Ann. the Remainder is exactly 35961 J. 12 5. 
6 d. | 


Tris Eſtimate, it is true, does not include the 
Sums neceſſary for the Levy-Money, Arms, Ac- 
coutrements, and extraordinary Cloathing of each 
Regiment; but, by the moſt exact Computation, 
it appears, that the firſt of theſe Charges will 
amount to 21352/. 10s. at 51. 8s. 4d. for Levy- 
Money for each Man; and the Arms and Accou- 
trements and extra Cloathing to 12341 J. 125. 107d. 
in all 336947. 25. 10:9. being ſomething leſs than 
one Year's Pay. Now, if we conſider that it will 


take ſome Time to raiſe ſo great a Body of Men, 


and that they are not to be put upon our Eſta- 


bliſhment until they arrive in 7reland ; we have 
not the leaſt Reaſon to fear that a further Sum 


will be wanted to make up any extraordinary Ex- 
pence, than that which has been mentioned in the 
Eſtimate preſented to the H of C 
which thg publick Funds, as hath been already 
ſtated, will be more than ſufficient to anſwer. 


TRE foregoing Calculations are indiſputable, as 
well as the Obſervations which reſult from them. 
Figures, like Facts, are unanſwerable. I ſhall 
therefore leave them to ſpeak for themſelves, and 
not tire the Reader's Patience, by a tedious Com- 
ment upon what needs no Explanation; I ſhall 
only make a few Obſervations upon ſome Objec- 
tions, which may ariſe in the Reader's Mind 

5 | againſt 


M and 


2 
4 1 


1 
3 
ET 
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1 : againſt ſome Part of this Plan of Augmentation, 


which popular Rumour, or the want of being 
rightly informed, may have ſuggeſted to him. 


3 
. 


* Firſt, Hz may have heard, that however uſe- 
ful this Scheme may be, the Senfe of Parliament 
haas been declared againſt it; but this is not the 


X Caſe; one Houſe of Parliament hath given their 


Approbation to the Meaſure, whilſt the other 
| Houſe, without expreſſing any Diſapprobation of 


Fit, have only declared their Inability to lay any 
additional Burthen on the Eſtabliſhment, ſo near 


£588 
{40 


the Cloſe of the preſent Seſſion, not having had 
Z ſufficient Time to conſider the State of the Coun- 
try, and its Reſources. 


He may likewiſe think, that the keeping five 


Regiments on foreign Service, as is intended, will 


be a freſh Article of Expence upon us, as well as 
aa new Encroachment upon our Eſtabliſhment; but 
he will find, upon Enquiry, that Ireland has at all 


I imes contributed to the general Defence of Great- 


l 
» 7 


Britain, and to the common Cauſe; and that from 
= the Revolution to the preſent Time, Ireland has al- 
ways been paying Troops for other Purpoſes than 
its own immediate Defence. But ſtill it may be 
aſked, Why ſhould this Kingdom contribute to the 
Defence of the Colonies of America, where ſhe is 
not allowed to trade but under ſuch Reſtrictions, 
as make it of little Value? Why ſhould the Addi- 
tion of Territory there be urged as a Reaſon for us 
to encreale that Charge, when we can reap no Be- 
*Fnefit from it? There is ſome Plauſibility in this 
* Complaint, if it were founded in Truth, 
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Bor our Trade to America has always been a 
beneficial one, and has encreaſed ſo prodigiouſly 
ſince the Concluſion of the Peace, as to have be- 
come, at this Time, one of the moſt valuable 
Branches of our Commerce. " 


. 


4 4 oa RY oo 


Ir will give the Reader Pleaſure, J am ſure, to 

be ſatisfied of this Matter, as he may be by in- 

ſpecting the annexed Paper, which, as it is curious 

and authentick, is worthy the Peruſal of every 
Well-wiſher to the Proſperity of Ireland. 
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By this it appears, that the annual Encreaſe 
upon the fair clear Profits of our American Trade, 
ſince the War, is 101702 Pounds; a prodigious 
Amount, and a plain Proof, how much we are in- 
tereſted in the Defence of a Country which yields 
us ſuch a Profit ; and how much we have been be- 
nefited by the late Acceſſion of Territory to the 
Britiſh Crown, to which chiefly, if not ſolely, we 
> muſt aſcribe the aforeſaid ſurprizing Acquiſition of 
Trade. 5 


I may be alledged that an Eſtimate taken from 
the Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts of Exports is no po- 
n itive Proof of the real Value of a Trade, it being 
vuual to over- rate thoſe Articles which pay no Duty, 
| for various commercial Reaſons well known to the 
mercantile Part of the Kingdom; this Conſidera- 
tion may indeed make the exact Value of our Com- 
merce more doubtful, but the Proportion of it in 
the two Periods before, and after the Peace, will 
ſtill hold the ſame; whether this Circumſtance be 
taken into the Account or not. 


Ir may alſo be alledged, that it appears upon the 
View of this Eſtimate, that however the Trade may 
have ſeemed to encreaſe in the firſt Vears after the 
Peace, it is now viſibly declining again, and will 
probably continue ſo to do till it ſubſides down to 
its former Medium, as it ſtood before the Com- 
mencement of the War. But as this Decreaſe can 
only have ariſen from the unhappy Differences 
which have lately ſubſiſted between Great- Britain 
and her Colonies, and as thoſe Differences ſeem 
now to be nearly at an End, there can hardly re- 
main a Doubt, but that this Trade will again re- 
IS | vive; 


| : 

„ 
vive; and as the Inhabitants of thoſe Countries 
are daily encreaſing to an amazing Degree, that 


their Commerce alſo will encreaſe and improve in 


the ſame ee 


I Have now laid before my Reader a true and 
impartial View of that great and mgit comprehen- 
five Scheme for the Augmentation of the Army on 
the Irifo Eſtabliſhment, which has been ſo much 
talked of, and ſo little underſtood. A Scheme 
calculated to anſwer the moſt important Ends of 
Government, diz. Strength Abroad, and Security 

at Home: Founded upon Principles of Juſtice and 
Wiſtom, and fraught with the greateit Advan- 
tages to this Country in particular ; how ver it may 
have been miſrepreſented by Faction, « or miſunder- 


ood by C redulity, 


Wx have, indeed, been fo . accuſtomed of 
ate to be impoſed on by ſpecious Propo! -— of pub- 
lick and national Undertakings, vhich have only 
ended 1n A | inſtead of Advantage, that ſome 
Jealouſy and Suſpicion of every new Deſien may 
at firſt be exc cuſable; but we have here a Plan of- 
tered to us of the moſt intereſting and extenſive 
Utility; the Advantages of which will be felt as 
ts as the Expence, and much more ſenſibly, as 
it is calculated with the utmoſt Frugality. 
A 
Bur, if after all, we dread this additional Charge, 
ſmall as it is, upon our Eſtabliſnment; if this 


Country is already ſo heavily taxed as to be un- 


able to bear the leaſt additional Weight, even lor 
the moſt ne urpoſes; might we not here- 
after ſpare e {omethins > from, other leis intereſting 


Calls; and ſhould we not then find the preſent 
Reyenue 


4 

Revenue ſufficient to ſupport this Augmentation, 
without new Funds being created? Let thoſe, who 
ſo movingly plead our Incapacity to aſſiſt his Ma- 
jeſty with any farther Supplies at this Time, re- 
member, that when they were firſt called upon to 
ſupport this Meaſure, if they had not been ſo pro- 
fuſe in their Grants to Undertakings of a leſs pub- 
lick Nature, they would not have rendered their 
Country incapable (if ſo it is) to have ſpared ſo 


ſmall a Sum, as was required for its own Secu- 
rity. 
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